An Ordinance to Regulate the Operation of Golf Carts on
 Public Streets and Roads within the Town of Ranlo




Section 1:	Authority to Regulate 
Pursuant to N.C.G.S. Section 160A-300.6, the Town is authorized, by ordinance, to regulate the operation of golf carts on any public street, road or highway where the speed limit is 35 miles-per-hour or less. 

Section 2:	Definitions
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
	A.	Golf Cart - means "golf cart" as defined by N.C.G.S. Section 20-4.01(12a), or any 		successive amendment thereto. 
	B.	Operate - means to drive, or be in physical control of a golf cart that is moving or has 		its key inserted and in the on position. 
	C.	Public streets and roads - means those streets, roads and highways owned and/or 			maintained by the Town or the State of North Carolina, including any associated 	right-		of-way. 
	D.	Town - means the Town of Ranlo, North Carolina.

Section 3:	Operation of Golf Carts on Public Streets and Roads
It is unlawful to operate a golf cart on a public street or road within the city, unless:
	A.		The golf cart is registered with the Town as provided in Section 6 of this 	ordinance; 			and,
	B.		The golf cart is operated on an approved public street or road as defined 	in Section 4 			of this ordinance; and,
	C.	 The operator of the golf cart is 16 years-of-age or older and possesses a valid 			driver’s license or learner’s permit that otherwise allows for the operation of motor 		vehicles on the highways of the State of North Carolina, and then only  in accordance 		with any restrictions upon such driver’s license or learner’s permit; and,
	D.	The operator of the golf cart is in physical possession of such driver’s license or 			learner’s permit when operating the golf cart; and,
	E.	The number of passengers riding on the golf cart does not exceed the number of 			passengers that it is designed to carry; and, 
	F.	Any and all passengers that are seated in an area of the golf cart are riding only in or on  		areas of the golf cart that are specifically designed to transport persons; and,
	G.	The golf cart is operated in a manner and at a speed that is reasonable and prudent 		given existing conditions, but in no event greater than 20 miles-per-hour; and,
	H.	The golf cart is operated to the extreme right of the approved public street or road, and 		yields right-of-way at all times to vehicular and pedestrian traffic; and,
	I.		The golf cart does not impede the normal flow of vehicular or pedestrian traffic; and, 
	J.	If the golf cart is operated at night, defined herein as the time between sundown and 		sunrise, it is equipped with the following:
		(a)	Two clear headlamps, one on each side of the front of the golf cart, 				visible under normal atmospheric conditions from a distance of at least 500 			feet in front of 	such golf cart and,
		(b)	Two red lamps on the rear of the golf cart, exhibiting a red light visible under 			normal atmospheric conditions from a distance of at least 300 feet to the rear of 			such golf cart; and
	K.	The golf cart has in working order any and all equipment and/or safety devices originally 		installed by the manufacturer, including a vehicle identification number; and,
	L.	The owner of the golf cart maintains an active liability insurance policy  of a minimum of 		$100,000 covering its operation on approved public streets or roads, and such insurance 		information is onboard the golf cart at any time it is being operated on a public street or 		road; and,
	M.	To the extent relevant to golf carts, the golf cart is otherwise operated in accordance with 		the provisions of N.C.G.S. Chapter 20.

Section 4:	Public Streets and Roads Approved for Use/ Manner of Use

	A.	Under the authority of  this ordinance, golf carts may only within the Town of Ranlo, and 		only on approved public streets and roads, defined herein as those public streets and 			roads with a posted speed limit for motor vehicles of 25 miles-per-hour or less. 

	B.	Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 4, Paragraph (A) of this ordinance, golf 			carts may cross directly over the following non-approved public streets or roads to 			approved public streets or roads only at the following designated crossing points:

		(a)	Spencer Mountain Road 

		(b)	Highway 7

	C.	Golf carts shall not be operated on public sidewalks except to cross over to an approved 			public street or road, or when crossing at a designated crossing point.

	D.	Golf carts shall not be operated on or across any private property without the 				permission of the property owner.

	E.	During special events or emergencies, any police officer supervising or controlling traffic 		may temporarily suspend or otherwise alter the operation of golf carts at the location 			where the special event or emergency is occurring, if that officer believes that such action 		is warranted in interest of public safety.



Section 5:	Enforcement

	A.	The following shall be construed to be a violation of this ordinance:
	
		(a)	Operating or allowing operation of a golf cart on a public street or road without 				proper registration, except as otherwise provided herein.

		(b)	Operating or allowing operation a golf cart on a non-approved public street or 				road (to include crossing non-approved roads at other than designated crossing 				point).

		(c)	Impermissibly operating or allowing impermissible operation of a golf cart on a 				public sidewalk.

		(d)	Operating or allowing operation of a golf cart on private property without 				owner’s permission.

		(e)	Operating or allowing operation of a golf cart in an area where a special event or 				emergency is occurring and after being notified by police to leave.

		(f)	Operating or allowing operation of a golf cart on a public street or road by a 				person less than 16 years of age.
		(g)	Operating or allowing operation of a golf cart on a public street or road 			by a person that does not possess a valid driver’s license or learner’s permit 			allowing for the operation of motor vehicles on the highways of the State of 			North Carolina.
		(h)	Operating or allowing operation of a golf cart on a public street or road in 			violation of any restriction upon the operator’s driver’s license or learner’s 			permit.
		(i)	Operating a golf cart on a public street or road without driver’s license or 			learner’s permit in the operator’s physical possession.
		(j)	Operating or allowing operation of a golf cart on a public street or road when 			the number of passengers riding in or on the golf cart exceeds the number of 			passengers that it was designed to carry. 
		(k)	Operating or allowing operation of a golf cart in on a public street or road 			when passengers are seated in areas that are not designed to transport persons.
		(l)	Operating or allowing operation of a golf cart on a public street or road at a 			speed or in a manner that is not reasonable and prudent given existing 				conditions.
		(m)	Operation or allowing operation of a golf cart on a public street or road at a 			speed in excess of 20 miles-per-hour.
		(o)	Failure to operate golf cart on extreme right of public street or road or 				otherwise yield right-of-way to 	other vehicular or pedestrian traffic.
		(p)	Operating or allowing operation of a golf cart on a public street or road in a 			manner that impedes the normal flow of 	vehicular or pedestrian traffic.
		(q)	Operating or allowing operation of a golf cart at night on a public street or road 			when the golf cart does not have the equipment required by Section 3, 				Paragraph J of this ordinance.
		(r)	Operating or allowing operation of a golf cart on a public street or road that 			does not have in working order the equipment required by Section 3, Paragraph 			K of this ordinance.
		(s)	Operating or allowing operation of a golf cart on a public street or road that 			does not have the liability insurance required of Section 3, Paragraph L of this 			ordinance. 
		(t)	Operating or allowing operation of a golf cart on a public street or road in 			violation of N.C.G.S. Chapter 20.
		B.	Charging Procedure and Punishment
			(a)	Any law enforcement officer who has probable cause to believe that a person 				has violated this ordinance shall charge that person with such violation on any 				citation used by the Ranlo Police Department to charge general violations of 				Town ordinances.  
		            (b)	Chief of Police 	shall decide an appropriate suspension period not more than provided by this ordinance. 
			(c)	Factors that may be considered in making such determination are nature of the 				offense, any prior violations by the offender of this ordinance, the degree to 				which the offender’s actions reasonably jeopardized public safety, and any 				other factor reasonably related to the goals sought by this ordinance.  The 				offender shall then be notified by mail of the fine and relevant suspension 				period.  
			(d)	The offender may request reconsideration of such decision in writing, directed 				to the official who made such determination within 10 days of the notification 				of  the determination.   The offender shall not be entitled to a stay of any 					suspension of operating privileges imposed pending review.  
			(e)	The official making the determination, in his sole discretion, may eliminate or 				mitigate the previous disposition without need of a hearing, and shall notify the 				offender of the decision within 10 days of having received the offender’s 					request for reconsideration.  
			(f)	Nothing in this ordinance shall be construed to prevent an official making a 				determination on a request for reconsideration from empanelling a body to hear 				evidence, take testimony and make a decision on the request, if the official 				determines that doing so would serve the ends of justice. 
			(g)	Nothing is this ordinance shall be construed to prevent an offender from 					exercising any other right of review as allowed by law.

	C.	Civil Fines and Penalties 

		(a)	The first violation of this ordinance shall result in a $50.00 civil fine.  No 				suspension of operating privilege shall be assessed, unless the violation is for 				failure to register the golf cart as required by this ordinance.  In such a case, the 				owner shall be considered suspended for the purposes of this ordinance unless 				and until the owner properly registers the golf cart.
	
		(b)	A second violation of this ordinance shall result in a $100.00 civil fine and 				suspension of operating privilege for no less than 30 days.	

		(c)	A third violation of this ordinance shall result in a $200.00 civil fine and loss of 				operating privilege for no less than 6 months.

		(d)	 A fourth and subsequent violation of this ordinance shall result in Forth offense 				shall result in a $250.00 civil fine and loss of operating privilege for no less than 				1 year.

		(e)	Any civil fine imposed under this ordinance shall be payable by the offender 				within 20 days of final disposition.  If the offender does not pay within such time, 			the Town may enforce the fine as prescribed by N.C.G.S. 160A-175.

		(f)	Any person who operates or allows operation of a golf cart on the public streets 				or roads of the Town while such privilege has been suspended under this 					ordinance shall be guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor.
		E.	In the alternative, or in addition to this ordinance, a law enforcement officer 			may charge an offender for operating or allowing the operation of a golf cart in 			a manner that violates any provision of N.C.G.S. Chapter 20.





Section 6:	Registration

A.	The owner of a golf cart shall apply and receive a registration to be kept in possession of the operator of said golf cart during operating of said golf cart on a public street or road within the Town of Ranlo.  However, a person may operate a golf cart when traveling directly to and from a scheduled registration event as provided 	herein, provided that all other provisions of this ordinance and state law are met.  The Ranlo Police Department shall conduct golf cart registrations periodically, and shall post the date and time of such registrations at Town Hall at least 20 days prior to such registration.   

B.	During the registration process, the registering police officer shall ensure that all basic requirements under this ordinance are met, including, but not limited to, those concerning golf cart equipment and liability insurance.  If all such requirements are met, upon the applicant’s non-refundable payment of $25.00 to the Town of Ranlo, the registering officer shall issue a registration. Registration will be registered to the serial number of the golf cart.  

C.	Upon issuance of a registration, golf cart owners shall be given a list of approved 	public streets and roads and designated crossing points for the operation of golf carts 	within the Town.  Registered owners shall also be provided a list of fines and penalties 	for violation of this ordinance.

D.	Should a registration be stolen, lost or damaged beyond recognition, the owner of a golf cart may apply to the Town for a replacement registration. The fee for a replacement registration shall be $10.00.  Nothing in this ordinance shall prevent an officer of the town from requiring a golf cart owner to apply for a replacement registration should that officer 	become aware that a previously issued, valid registration has been compromised due to theft, loss or damage.



Section 7:	No Intent to Create Liability

Nothing in this ordinance shall be construed as an endorsement of the practice of operating a golf cart on public streets or roads, or a guarantee that compliance with this ordinance will not result in injury to a golf cart operator.   Further, is not the intent of the Town that this ordinance create any liability or cause of action did not exist prior to the enactment of this ordinance.

